
Native American Coordinators 

The District Native American Coordinator (DNAC) is the designated source of information regarding the 
involvement of Native Americans in the District's cultural resources studies. The DNAC ensures that consultation 
with Native Americans regarding cultural resources occurs early in a project's planning stage, and continuously 
throughout the life of a project, and ensures that documentation of contacts and consultation for cultural resources is 
included in compliance and environmental documents. Under the general direction of the District Environmental 
Branch Chief (DEBC), the DNAC acts as liaison between the DEB and Native American tribes, groups and 
individuals, provides specialized technical assistance on Native American consultation to the District's staff, 
consultants, and contractors, and coordinates with Transportation Planning and Civil Rights Native American 
Liaisons on issues of mutual concern.  

The DNAC either performs themselves, or provides assistance and advice to other staff in conducting, the following 
activities: 

• Consulting with Federally recognized Indian tribes and unrecognized Indian groups and individuals on a 
project-by-project basis for all phases of cultural resources studies.  

• Consulting with Native Americans who are likely to have knowledge of, or concerns with, cultural 
resources, such as gathering places, within Caltrans right-of-way.  

• Facilitating meetings and discussions between Caltrans staff and Native American representatives.  
• Develops agreements with Native American representatives.  
• Coordination with other Caltrans programs including Maintenance, Right-of-Way and Design to address 

areas of Native American concerns.  
• Maintenance of files of all correspondence and documentation of coordination and consultation for 

projects.  
• Provides a summary, when necessary, of consultation for inclusion in cultural resource reports and 

environmental documents.  
• Provides and maintains guidance on District Native American issues, including but not limited to:  

(1) Maintaining a library on laws, regulations, guidance, and other such information pertinent to 
consultation with Native Americans and ensuring that the library is accessible to District staff.  
(2) Disseminating policy, procedures, and information on Native American issues to district cultural 
resources staff and Division Environmental Branch Chiefs.  

List of the Native American Coordinators 

DIST. Location NAME Role Phone E-mail 
HQ Sacramento Tina Biorn State-Wide NAC 916-227-4683 Tina_Biorn@dot.ca.gov 
1 Eureka Kathleen Sartorius Regional NA Cultural Liaison 707-441-5815 Kathleen_Sartorius@dot.ca.gov 
1 Eureka Barry Douglas DNAC 707-445-6417 Barry_Douglas@dot.ca.gov 
1 Eureka Sara Atchley DNAC (On leave) 707-441-3983 Sara_Atchley@dot.ca.gov 
2 Redding Wayne Wiant DNAC 530-225-3405 Wayne_Wiant@dot.ca.gov 
3 Sacramento Richard Olson DNAC 916-274-0606 Richard_Olson@dot.ca.gov 
4 Oakland Lissa McKee DNAC 510-622-5458 Lissa_Mckee@dot.ca.gov 
4 Oakland Jennifer Darcangelo DNAC 510-286-5618 Jennifer_Darcangelo@dot.ca.gov 
5 San Luis Obispo Terry Joslin DNAC 805-549-3778 Terry_Joslin@dot.ca.gov 
6 Fresno Karen Nissen Regional NA Cultural Liaison 559-243-8176 Karen_Nissen@dot.ca.gov 
6 Fresno Lisa Nishimura DNAC: Alt.  559-243-8243 Lisa_Nishimura@dot.ca.gov 
7 Los Angeles Gary Iverson DNAC 213-897-3818 Gary_Iverson@dot.ca.gov 
7 Los Angeles Kristin Wilson DNAC: Alt. 213-897-5743 Kristin_Wilson@dot.ca.gov 
8 San Bernardino Karen Swope DNAC 909-383-4042 Karen_K_Swope@dot.ca.gov 
9 Bishop Tom Mills DNAC 760-872-2424 Tom_Mills@dot.ca.gov 
10 Stockton Carolyn Yee DNAC 209-932-2371 Carolyn_Yee@dot.ca.gov 
11 San Diego Chris White DNAC 858-627-3954 Chris_White@dot.ca.gov 
12 Irvine Cheryl Sinopoli DNAC 949-724-2855 Cheryl_Sinopoli@dot.ca.gov 
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